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Quite possibly, one of the most important books ever written by the greatest American theologian.

Some of the questions asked are "What is the nature of true religion? What are the signs of a true

revival? How is the heart changed? Edwards used his pulpit and his leadership of the Great

Awakening to pen one of the most challenging and inquisitive books written.
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I am amazed how often the great work by America's greatest thinker has insight and application to

modern church ministry. As a pastor, this work ranks among the top works I have read in

understanding the gospel, the work of the Holy Spirit, the nature of genuine salvation. There are

three major parts to this work. The first section Edwards defines what a religious affection is and

how it is different from what he calls animal affections. This distinction is both necessary for

understanding his work, but also is a helplful tonic for insight into today's religious movments and

modern worship experiences. In the second section, Edwards develop 12 marks that do not argue

for or against the work of the Spirit. The Great Awakening had many excesses and abuses which

Edwards neither support the event nor do they necessarilly take away from it. What is interesting

about this section is that Edwards is saying that these marks ultimately mean nothing. Yet, most of

what is found here is the basis of much of today's evangelical church. In my first reading I kept

finding myself saying but this is what I was taught to be Biblical Christianity. Edwards was saying if

you have this experience or don't have this experience means is not proof one way or the other



about your conversion. In the third section Edwards develops the 12 marks that are truly evidences

of the working of the Holy Spirit. This section is extremly helpful for the modern minister. With great

care and lengthy development of thought, Edwards walks you through the marks of genuine

conversion.Edwards is hard to read for those who are just getting started with him. However, the

more you read the easier he becomes. Don't give up too soon - you will get back 10 fold for all the

effort you put in.
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